
stalin, truman, and churchill

Berlin, the capital 
of Germany, was 
also split into 4 
zones.  Because 
of the location 
of Berlin, the 3 
western zones 
were completely 
surrounded by 
Soviet territory

After WW2 was over, the 
Major Allied powers 
divided Germany into 4 
occupied zones, as agreed 
upon at the Potsdam 
Conference

Germany had been devastated by 
the war. Stalin wanted Germany 

punished for attacking The Soviet 
Union.  He did not want to see 
Germany grow strong again.

As the Western countries began 
plans to combine their zones into 
one, Stalin was staging a plan to 
get the western democracies out 

of the soviet zone......



I will cut off 
West Berlin from
 the rest of the 

world until The U.S. 
and England give 
into my demands

The Berlin Blockade began on June 24, 
1948.  Stalin had all street and railroad 
access into the city from the western 
zones cut off. 

The city of berlin had a population of 
about 2.5 million.  people were already 
struggling due to the aftermath of the 
war.  Now, no supplies would be getting 
into the city.  

According to Lucius Clay, the Military 
Governor of the American Zone,"It was 
one of the most ruthless efforts in 
modern times to use mass starvation 
for political coercion... "  

How are
we going to

Survive?

Raising the Soviet Flag above the Reichstag



When the blockade began it 
was estimated that the city 
had 35 days worth of food 
and 40 days worth of coal 

Berliners were becoming 
desperate until...

General Lucius D. Clay, 
in charge of the U.S. 
occupation zone in 
Germany, reported to 
Truman "We are 
convinced that our 
remaining in Berlin is 
essential to our 
prestige in Germany 
and in Europe. 
Whether for good or 
bad, it has become a 
symbol of the 
American intent."

Although, the roads 
and railways had been 
blocked off, three 
twenty-mile wide air 
corridors providing 
free access to the 
city were available.

the American forces consulted the British Royal Air Force about a 
possible joint airlift. British Air Commodore Reginald Waite had 
calculated the resources required to support the entire city. His 
calculations indicated they would need to supply seventeen hundred 
calories per person per day, consisting of:

 
646 tons of flour and wheat, 125 tons of cereal, 

64 tons of fat, 109 tons of meat and fish, 
180 tons of dehydrated potatoes, 180 tons of sugar, 

11 tons of coffee, 19 tons of powdered milk, 
5 tons of whole milk for children, 3 tons of fresh yeast for baking, 

144 tons of dehydrated vegetables, 
38 tons of salt and 10 tons of cheese. 

In total, 1,534 tons were needed daily to keep the over 2 million people 
alive. Additionally, the city needed to be kept heated and powered, which 
would require another 3,475 tons of coal and gasoline.

C-47s at Tempelhof Airport 
during Berlin Airlift.



Plans were made...

Supplies were collected...

planes were loaded.



And the berliners waited...

The Airlifts Began...



The last Vittles flight left Rhein-Main Air Base 
on September 30, 1949

"Operation Little Vittles"
Gail Halvorsen, one of the many Airlift pilots, 
decided to use his offtime to fly into Berlin and 
make movies with his handheld camera. He arrived 
at Tempelhof on July 17 after hitching a ride on 
one of the C-54s, and walked over to a crowd 
of children who had gathered at the end of the 
runway to watch the planes coming in. He 
introduced himself and they started to ask him 
questions about the aircraft and their flights. 
As a goodwill gesture, he handed out his only 
two sticks of Wrigley's Doublemint Gum, and 
promised that if they did not fight over them, 
the next time he returned he would drop off 
more. The children quickly divided up the pieces 
as best they could. Before he left them, a child 
asked him how they would know it was him flying 
over, and he replied, "I'll wiggle my wings."

The very next day, on approach to Berlin, he 
rocked the airplane and dropped some chocolate 
bars attached to a handkerchief parachute to 
the children waiting below. Every day after that 
the number of children would increase and he 
made several more drops. Soon there was a 
stack of mail in Base Ops addressed to "Uncle 
Wiggly Wings", "The Chocolate Uncle" and "The 
Chocolate Flier". His project became known as 
"Operation Little Vittles". Other pilots joined 
the fun, and when news reached the U.S., 
children all over the country sent in their own 
candy to help out. Soon the major candy 
companies joined in as well. In the end, over 
three tons of candy was dropped over Berlin, 
and the "operation" became a major propaganda 
success.

Halvorsen making parachutes 
out of Handkerchiefs 

Thank you 
for 

sending us 
supplies

A German girl after she 
catches a "little Vittle"



The airlift was successful for almost a year. And, although there were 
problems with weather during the winter months, through February, 
March, and April 1949, average tonnage set new records each month. In 
February average tonnage was 5,437 tons per day; in March it increased to 
6,328 tons per day; and in April it climbed to 7,845 tons per day.

  More tonnage was now traveling over the airbridge than had been 
delivered to Berlin by truck, rail, and barge prior to March 1948.

  To demonstrate the airlift's potential to the Soviets and the world, the 
USAF put on a spectacular show over the 24-hour period ending at noon, 
Easter Sunday, April 16, 1949, dubbed the "Easter Parade." During this period, 
1,398 flights delivered almost 13,000 tons of coal to Berlin. This not only 
demonstrated the load capacity, but also the ability of the system to 
handle an unprecedented density of air traffic with almost 2,800 incoming 
and outgoing flights at the three West Berlin airports located in less than 
a 20 mile radius of each other. The airbridge had, on a single day, handled 
the equivalent of 600 rail cars of coal without injury or accident.

Excitement for the 
airlifts never 
waned 

Due to the success of 
the airlifts, the soviet 
union lifted the 
blockade on may 11, 
1949.

The first crisis of the 
cold war had been 
averted.

Unfortunately, another would 
begin soon when the soviets began 
to build a wall around berlin...


